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The female line intervals were 28.12 years for the most recent genera-

tions, 28.72 years for the hole lineage length. Male-line lineages showed
31.13 years for the recent generations, 31.93 overall.

Based on their Icelandic findings and those of the Quebec study, they
recommended using a Female-line interval of 30 years and a male inter-
val of 35 years
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Hurux har, sehriyarix dshrlards
Boyuk Atila ile at qovardix
Butun urupani gana calardix
Gazanda atlanib, Cindi yatardix
Hurux har, sehriyarix dshrlards
Bize xutba oxundi gahrlarda

Tamucindir bize dahi, bize Xan
O dur Turka veran geyrath iman
Alanquvanin ogli, sanli sultan
Hurux har, sehriyarix dshrlards
Bize xutba oxundi gahrlarda
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Neca bir xalq, bir millat, bir iman
Quruldi herbler, atlandi meydan

Bu suUnnidur bu siis tokdular gan
Hurux hur, sehriyarix dahrlerde

Bize xutba oxundi sahrlarda

Coahan Turka olubdur bayte shzan
Naden yaddan gedibdir sanli quran?
Bu suUnnidur bu sie tokduler gan
Hurux har, sehriyarix dshrlards

Bize xutba oxundi gahrlarda

Nadan Turkim zabun oldi cehanda?
Nadoen Turk millatim galdi nehanda?
Nadan ¢angiz o Teymur otlaqdinda
Yatiblar Tulkulsr, sdle ayanda?
Huarux hur, sehriyarix dshrlerde

Bize xutba oxundi sahrlarda
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Turk qizi

Tark gizi durubdi sir kimi aslan
Qilici balinda olubdi al gan

Tark gizI gcox sevar geramam oglan
Tark qiz1 el qizi bey qizi tarlan
Yanaqin yangindi, qirmizi terlan

Tuark qizi bu elds gongizi dogdun
Xaganin balasin tutdurdun bogsun
Imansiz kaferi Izmirdan qovdun
Tark qiz1 el qizi bey qizi tarlan
Yanaqin yangindi, qirmizi terlan
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“It is better that ten guilty persons escape than that one innocent
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wrongfully accused, who were tried but never convicted. The bail amount he guar-
anteed equated to approximately 1400 years of his salary."

He added, "If Bagher Nazmi had not been there, and if it were not for him, about
500 innocent men would have been jailed while corrupt officials at all levels and
ranks of the justice system remained immune. The families of those 500 men, their
parents, newlywed wives, and newborn children would have suffered if Bagher
Khan did not believe so strongly in justice.

All his life, in personal arguments, he always said, "I would rather be millions in
debt or broke than to hear an oppressed mother's wailing for her innocent child
and keep silent."

When | grew up and became addicted to reading, a phrase by an 18th-century
English judge, Willian Blackstone, drew my attention:

"It is better that ten guilty persons escape than that one innocent suffer"

It was then that | realized that one did not have to be called "Sir" to believe in hu-
man dignity and have faith in justice. In a backward region of the world, in a country
with raging oppression, in a looted city, in a family suffering from feudalism, in a
house where the only concern was survival, a man who had not gone to university
and not seen the world, could have also believed in the human dignity with neither
pretense nor speech, but with action and effort, an effort beyond his possibilities.
That great man was my father; God bless his soul.
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In 1946-47, after the fall and escape of the Autonomist local government, my father
protected several young Assyrian men from unjust execution by local landlords
and other influential people in self-appointed courts.

In the early spring of 1963, the Vatican decided to honor the humanitarian services
of those who had helped save the lives of Christians in these events. Local church-
es were commissioned to nominate people to be recognized. Bagher Nazmi was
the only non-Christian from Western Iran elected for this honor and recognition.
He was one of the founders of the nation's Boy Scout organization and a close
friend of Dr. Banaie. Bagher Khan was also the chairman of the West Azerbaijan
Football Federation for many years.

He was elected twice as Mayor of Rezaieh. His work in building the infrastructure
of the city was held as an example of honest and quality work in the nation. In the
middle of his first term, due to a conflict with corrupt military officials, he resigned
from his position as Mayor. The city fell into unrest, and a state of emergency
and shutdown was declared. Businesses and the Bazar closed for 3 days. The
authorities had no choice but to surrender to the people's will, and the city council
reinstated him to his position, giving him free rein to continue his services.

His work in the municipality, such as paving of the city streets, drilling deep wells
to compensate for the shortage of drinking water, and providing a sustainable food
supply, was well known, but also controversial with the State's military authorities,
who resented his power and popularity.

As a result, he suffered economic hardship due to conspiracies and revenge from
corrupt officials. Even so, he worked with honesty and integrity, and always in the
best interest of the people.

These are a few of his memorable works:

He considered the commitment to the revival and development of the Shiro Khor-
shid hospital (Red Cross) as a legacy for his family.

He was the last person who worked full-time as the general director of the Red
Cross voluntarily, without any pay.

He built the very first business mall for the Red Cross, the only prestigious busi-
ness mall in the State. The quality of the development was exceptionally high,
and the cost was remarkably low, making it a model of honesty and integrity in the
nation for years.

He firmly believed in the principles of freedom and human dignity. He was the last
resort for hopeless, innocent people from corrupt law enforcement agencies and
the justice system.

According to Mr. Sayfi, the Director General of the Provincial Justice Department
in 1971, "Bagher Khan was the guarantor of about ten million tumans bail of the
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training school (Daneshsara) in the state. There was a high school named "Bader",
named after him, which was included in the facility.

He was interested in sports and had special ties with student athletes. The Urmia
training center's football team was the national champion every year he was the
head of the school.

The governor, whose son was studying at that high school, was pressuring the
General Director of Education and Bagher Khan to accept his son onto the football
team. To do so, Bagher Khan would have had to remove an existing member,
and apparently, the governor had singled out who was to be removed. After a
long struggle, the General Director of Education tells my father, "Bagher Khan, by
resisting the governor's request, you are putting me in a bad position. What for?
A worthless, poor Assyrian boy?" Bagher Khan responded: "First of all, who are
you to come to my city and, without any knowledge, decide which student has
worth and which does not? That ‘worthless' Assyrian boy you are talking about has
brought the nation's highest athletic honor to this school, city, and the State."
Then he wrote his resignation letter and left as a protest.

On his way home, he stopped at the General Governor's office and got hired as the
County supervisor "Bakhshdar" of Urmia.

During many years of uncertain security and economic hardship, Bagher Khan
accomplished something unique in the history of the region. He built trusting re-
lationships with farmers, villagers, and landlords. In cooperation with them, he
constructed roads and bridges for almost every village and town in Urmia without
spending a penny from the government budget.

During my tenure as Superintendent of the Education Department, the Ministry
of Education committed to building 2,500 schools in honor of 2,500 years of the
Iranian Kingdom. | visited every village in Urmia, and the response from the peo-
ple was always one of support. "We heard from our parents that Baghir Khan
built roads and bridges with local volunteers and now we will help you build more
schools than any other state in the country." His legacy remained powerful over
the generations.

In his post as the County supervisor, he also banned the use of opium in public
places, coffee shops, and hotels.

After some years, when the Interior Ministry was pressuring him to run for governor
of the state, he refused to move from Urmia and returned to education.

My father followed the family tradition of protecting the needy and fighting for the
oppressed. In the first and second world wars, and the years between, he strug-
gled beyond his means to protect Christian minorities from Kurdish criminals/militia

(2).
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2 — | have not brought anybody with me for any position. This province 3 - Your
local officials will run the province.

4 — No government or security official shall harass, abuse, or extort.

5 — My office doors are open for anybody without an appointment, guard, or limita-
tion.

6 — Please do not ignore any official wrongdoing.

7 - If anybody from the government or in the name of government behaves unethi-
cally, illegally, or abusively, immediately report it.

8 — People's silence is a cause for editorship. By staying silent, people allow the
corrupt official's wrongdoing.

With these high ethical standards, wherever the central government was help-
less or hopeless, Nazmolsaltaneh Amir Touman was present as a problem-solver,
whether it was a local, official, monetary, or international issue.

His admiration and love for humanity and human welfare enabled him to earn the
trust of local people, Central Government officials from any sect, foreign diplomats
from East to West, and Muslims and Christians alike.

In 1918-1919, the plan and policies of Western colonialist countries to create a
Christian country in the region failed, leaving foreign militias, looters, and plun-
derers. Amir Touman was concerned that, after all these wrongdoings by mostly
non-local Assyrians, the local Muslims might take revenge after leaving the guilty
group.

With the help of his aunt, Gaysar Khanom, his cousin, Hossein Khan Afshar Osta-
jloo, and Majdolsaltaneh Afshar, he obtained an international permit to create an
"International Safe House" for innocent local Assyrians. In his family compound,
which comprised several castles and residences, he housed 80 local Assyrian
families (about 500 people). He assumed all expenses of housing, room, board,
and clothing for those Christian families for months.

| was fortunate to meet two people from those families' children here in California
last year.

19 - Baqir Khan Nazmi Afshar

Baqir Nazmi was the second son of Haj Mohammed Hasan Khan, Amir Nazmi
Afshar Nazmolsaltaneh Amir Touman. He was born in 1904 and passed away in
1981.

In his youth, he served in the military according to his family tradition, but soon,
with bitter experiences, he gave up the army and became a teacher. He continued
his education. He was known as a physics teacher.

In 1935, the Education Department commissioned him to form the first teachers'
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Mohammad Ali Khan is the Ancestor of all Nazmis, Nazmi Afshars, and Amir Nazmi
Afshars, and his brother Shahriar Khan Ezazoddovleh is the ancestor of Shariaris
and Shahriar Afshars.

18. Haji Mohammad Hassan Khan Amir Toman

Haji Mohammad Hasan Khan Nazmolsaltaneh Amir Toman was the oldest son of
Haji Mohammad Ali Khan. He was born in 1880 and died on October 13, 1952.
Mohammad Hasan Khan was a noble, modern, responsible and broad-minded
man who was very unique in the history of the region.

His life must be studied to reflect on his thoughts, works, and service. According
to historians, local people, and observers, he thought about the "impossible"; ser-
vices that never existed for the local people, above and beyond his own interest.
His interest was fulfilling the needs of his people and healing the pain of those suf-
fering. Regardless, his own wealth was looted and plundered (BY WHOM?).

Haji left school at the age of 15 to submit to a traditional arranged marriage. At the
age of 18, he made the pilgrimage to Mecca and observed the modern schools,
hospitals, and newspapers of Istanbul. From this experience, Haji returned with
ideas of modernizing his region. At his own expense, he started up the first lo-
cal, independent newspaper. He opened the first free boarding school for poor
students. He also organized vocational and trade education alongside modern
secular Western education for the local public long before the government or any
foreign missionary group.

He played an indispensable role in the construction of the first hospital of Shi-
rokhorshid, the Iranian Red Cross. He was so progressive that the government
opposed his proposal to publish a special newspaper for the Shirokhorshid. The
reason given by the government was that "Rezaieh", a city in a far-off province,
cannot do things that Tehran has not yet started.

Mohammed Hasan Khan entered government services from an early age. Among
his roles during those turbulent years were serving as the governor of three north-
ern provinces of the State (Khoy, Maku, and Salmas), governor of Sarab, and
acting governor of Urmia.

His first official governmental statement in Khoy is a historical manifesto for his
time and place. It is an example of a popular government, for the people, by the
people. An advanced declaration far beyond the imagination and expectation of
the people, time and region.

The essence of his statement as a new governor in a backward, non-democratic,
and enemy-occupied country was:

1 —1am here only to serve you.
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people and region.

Haj Aliyar Khan had such capital and wealth that even Fathali Shah's court and
Abbas Mirza knew of him.

One of his charitable works was building the beautiful Minaret mosque in Urmia,
was which was called "Haj Aliyar Khan Mosque" by locals. Ali Yar Khan also built
massive bazars, trade buildings, and shopping centers.

Haj Aliyar Khan had three sons: Pasha Khan, Najafgoli Khan, and Mohammad
Taghi Khan.

Pasha Khan (his first son) was the ancestor of the Amir Nazmi Afshars and the
Shahriaris. Najaf Qoli Khan (his third son) was the father of Aga Khan Mirpan; (the
ancestor of Samsamis and Aga Khanis). No offspring were recorded for the sec-
ond son, Mohammad Tagi Khan, who was in political and government positions.
Aliyar Khan is the common ancestor for the all members of the Gunduzlu dynasty
in Urmia including the Samsamis, Agha Khanis, Nazmis, Nazmi Afshars, Amir
Nazmi Afshars, Shariaris, Shahriar Afshars, Bidars, and Nikzads.

16. Haji Pasha Khan

Haji Pasha Khan was the oldest son of Aliyar Khan.

In this generation, Najafguli Khan, Pasha Khan's younger brother (Agha Khan Mir-
pan;j's father) is the ancestor of Samsamis and Agha Khanis.

Pasha Khan is also the common ancestor for all Shahriaris, Shahriar Afshars, and
all Nazmis, Nazmi Afshars and Amir Nazmi Afshars.

17. Haji Mohammad Ali Khan Nazemolsaltaneh Amir
Touman

Haji Mohammad Ali Khan NazmolsaltanehAmir Toman was the oldest son of Haj
Pasha Khan Amir Toman and the head of the first army of the Afshar Artillery and
the head of Gunduzlu Afshar.

Among many works of charity, Mohammad Ali Khan built the bridge of "Chongara-
lu" over a violent river connecting the only major road of Urmia at the time. He also
endowed a very prosperous village charity that continued for more than a century.
The Village was called "Mishkarlu", almost 20 kilometers from Urmia.

Haj Mohammad Ali Khan Nazmolsaltaneh Amir Touman was one of the most popu-
lar and trusted commanders of Mozaffaradin Shah Qajar, who established a con-
stitutional monarchy system.

Mohammad Ali Khan was also the recipient of one of only four sets of formal Per-
sian Army Generals that King Mozaffarin Shah brought to Iran.
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13. Mohammad Taher Khan

(Taher Sultan)- Mohammad Taher Sultan

Professor Sumer and Anvar Chingizoglu write:

"Shahriar Khan had a son named Mohammad Taher Bey. Mohammad Taher Bey
was born in the Urmia region. He was interested in and mastered of the military
arts. He was appointed as the head of his tribe after his father and granted the title
of "Sultan". Therefore, he is referred to as "Taher Sultan" in the family documents.
He pilgrimage to Mecca made him the first person in our ancestors to do so, and
that is why he is also called "Haj Taher Khan". Mohammad Taher Khan served the
Afshar commanders and was the head of Gunduzlu.

14. Shahriar Khan 1l

Shahriar was the son of Haji Taher Sultan.

Shahriar was born in the Urmia region. He was engaged in military education,
training, and missions. Shahriar Khan became the head of the Gunduzlu tribe after
his father. He also visited Mecca. According to various Afshar History books, "Haji
Shahriar Khan was then at the service of the Qajars. Moheb Ali Khan, Ali Yar Khan,
Mohammad Khan, and Jalal al-Saltaneh were sons of Haji Shahriar Khan."

This Mohebali Khan should not be mistaken with "Mohebal Khan Salar Mozzafer,"
who lived a few generations later and took his name.

Moheb Ali Khan was born in Urmia. He had an elementary school education. He
was at the service of the Qajars and was granted the title of "Salar Mozaffar".

15. Haj Aliyar Khan Amir Touman

Haji AliYar Khan and Haj Ezaz al-Duleh were sons of Shahriar Khan. Haji Ali Yar
Khan Guduzlu Afshar lived in the era of Fathali Shah. He had no military training
or political position, unlike his 14 previous generations in our dynasty. Aliyar Khan
Gunduzlu Afshar was the wealthiest man in the region. He was an entrepreneur
and a landlord.

He devoted his life to agriculture, developing business properties, and real es-
tate.

He had no military or political position except a tribal role as head of the Afshar
Gunduzlus. As a citizen and entrepreneur, however, he had ongoing conflicts with
the Qajar Court and Malek Qasem Mirza, ruler of Azerbaijan (Fathali Shah's son).
Malekgassem Mirza was the ruler of Urmia and Azerbaijan several times, and
Aliyar Khan stood up against him several times over the years in the interest of the
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accomplished well.
Perhaps his most valuable service was enlisting his son, "Safiyar Khan," in military
service.

11 . Safiyar Khan

Another famous leader of Gunduzlu was Safiyar Bey. According to the historians,
"Safiyar Bey lived in the second half of the 17th century. He had children called
Shahriar Bey and Haji Bey."

Safiyar Bey (second generation of Gunduzlu Khans) was born in Urmia like his fa-
ther. He had military training. He devoted his life to military and related education.
He was the head of the Gunduzlu tribe. As Professor Farug Sumer and Fuad Ko-
prulu have noted, "He was at the service of Nader Shah Afshar. He was granted
the title of [Khan] personally by Nader Shah." He was one of three Afshar Com-
manders of King Nader. Safiyar Khan was alive and able to command on February
24, 1739, which was the day that India was conquered.

The Afshars were the reliable, devoted, and brave commanders in Nader's Army.
Safiyar Khan was also one of the well-known high commanders of Nader and a fel-
low of Fathali Khan Afshar. Nader especially trusted Safiyar Khan among the troops
as a personal military advisor to the King. It was in conquering Kandahar and the
battle of Karnal in the Indian conquest that Safiyar Khan Gunduzlu was given the
honor of taking Nader's victory announcement to Prince Reza Qoli Mirza.

After Nader died in 1747 AD, Safiyar Khan became the Governor of Sayin Qaleh,
a strategic Afshar region.

12. Shahriar Khan Shahid (Martyr)

Shahriar Bey and Haji Bey were sons of Safiyar Bey, according to Professor Sum-
er.

Shahriar Bey was born in the Urmia region. He devoted his life to the military. He
was also the head of the Gunduzlu tribe. When he was young, he served as a com-
mander under Nader Shah Afshar, led by Amir Arsalan Khan Qirkhlu. He was also
granted the title of "Khan" by Nader Shah Afshar.

Shahriar Khan was arrested in regional battles and imprisoned. He was captured
and killed in a bathroom in retaliation for regional events. His father, Safiyar Khan,
who was the Governor of Sayin Qaleh Afshar Province, attacked Urmia and cap-
tured his murderer, who was a ruthless ruler, and took out his eyes.
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ders, Abolfath Khan was embraced as the natural leader of the Gunduzlu. The
purpose of this was to convey to the Court that they would not accept anything
but self-determination for their people and believed in their own traditional tribal
procedures.

For the third time, the Court and Allahverdi Khan, the Minister of Shah Abbas,
arranged a strong suppression to this decision. As a result, Abolfath Khan was
captured and taken away by Allahverdi Khan's Armenian commander.

Abolfath Khan was found dead in 1632, years after the forced exile from his tribe
to Urmia and some other far location in the North.

Historian Ahmad Kasravi writes briefly about this uprising: "They picked Abolfath
Khan as their Khan". Even the most anti-Turk and anti-Ghulambash historians
testify that Allahveri khan's reaction and punishment were unnecessary, extreme,
and extremely severe. (WHAT was the punishment?)

Consequently, Abolfath's son, young Mohammad Sultan, was forced to relocate
his tribe, the Gunduzlus, to Urmia in northwest Iran, on the border of the Ottoman
Empire.

9 . Mohammad Sultan

Mohammed Sultan is perhaps the most oppressed member of the Afshar Gundu-
Zlu.

He was the only survivor of the assassination of three generations of Gunduzlu,
many of whom were victims of Allahverdi Khan and his planned transfer of the
Georgian Armenians to their homeland.

He was the head of the last immigrant tribe in Urmia, and the least known "Khan"
among the Afshar refugees. The Gunduzlus were deployed to the "Dol Dizeh" (the
most Southern County of Urmia) at the front of the attack from local burglars, reb-
els from the south, and, of course, the Ottomans. The justification, of course, was
that "Gunduzlus are the most effective warriors and have been assigned to protect
the most dangerous passageway from invaders and looters ."

10. Taher Khan

Professor Sumer writes about "Safiyar Khan" (Taher Khan's son), "he was born,
like his father, in Iran." That suggests Taher Khan was also born in Urmia.

There is no historical evidence of Taher Khan as an essential or notable presence
in the region. The effort to secure livelihood and survival, the construction and
development of villages, and the survival of the tribe during a critical time and
place were his primary responsibilities, which, according to "History of Afshar", he
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nephew, the son of Mohammad Sultan, and Shah Qoli Khan's cousin, who was
reasonably qualified and the best choice, to rule Kohkiluyeh.

"Iskander Khan, who had managed to eliminate Qalandar, still held Kohkiluyeh.
His rule did not last long because a group of Afshar clan leaders joined Shah Qoli
Beg (the youngest son of Khalil Khan), the son of the murdered Khalil Khan, the
former ruler of Kohgiluyeh, and accepted him as their leader, and gradually forced
him to kill Iskandar Khan.

This choice, with the presence of Shah Qoli Khan, the third son of Khalil Khan (the
thirteenth ancestor of Negarand) in the region, may not seem like a "considerate"
choice on the surface. Still, in all respects, it was logical and the best political-
military option. At this time, when Shah Abbas had been in power for three years,
Hassan Beg, at the invitation of Allah Verdi Khan, went to complain, with many
gifts, and paid homage to the Safavids. Upon his return to Kohgiluyeh, he partici-
pated in the battle against Shah Qoli Khan Gunduzlu and killed him (999 AH). As a
result, he was able to receive the government order from Shah Abbas.

In this case, Professor Koprolu explicitly refers to Shah Abbas's direct involvement
in the death of Shah Qoli Khan Gunduzlu on pages 32 and 33 of his book Afshar:
"Shah Qoli Khan was assassinated by Hassan Khan following Shah Abbas's insti-
gation in 1590."

"Hassan Khan Afshar, who had also raised the flag of rebellion, expressed his obe-
dience to Shah Abbas at the behest of Allah Verdi Khan the Armenian, and entered
Isfahan with worthy gifts and offerings, several horses and astras, together with
Qanbar Khan, and was favored by the Shah."

With the assassination of Shah Qoli Khan, the rule and tribal leadership of the im-
mediate descendants of Khalil Khan Afshar in Khuzestan came to an end, except
for two sporadic cases. And the biased policies of the government led to the daily
dispersion of the Gunduzlu tribes and families.

8 . Abolfath Khan (ADD YEAR/PERIOD/BIRTH & DEATH
dates for each)

Abolfath Khan was the only son of Shahgoli Khan.

After the chain of murders of the Afshar leaders of Khuzestan and Allahverdi
Khan's suppression of the Court, the Gunduzlus revolted. Allahveri khan planned
to displace the Afshars from the region and place Georgian Armenians in their
land. However, together with other Afshars in the area, and even the Arabs, the
Gunduzlu gathered around Abolfath Khan and declared him as their leader. As
Khalil Khan's grandson, Shahgoli's son, and one of the only survivors of the mur-
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6 . Khalil Khan

The Ottoman Afsharologists and others, wherever they have mentioned Mansur
Bey, have called him the father of Khalil Khan Gunduzlu, the owner of ten thou-
sand fighter squads.

Khalil Khan had a very unique and unparalleled position in Safavid Empire.

He was born in the beginning of the Safavid Empire when his father was a Shush-
tar ruler (1502 AD). He went to Shiraz at the age of three (1505 AD), along with his
father, who was appointed to governor of Fars province. We know about his life at
the Qazvin court as adviser to Shah Isma'il | until 1525. He became the Trustee
and Advisor to young Shah Tahmasb and lived up to the first mission of the Koh-
giluyeh reign in the court.

Khalil Khan became the ruler of Kohgiluyeh and the surrounding areas. His broth-
er, his nephew, his three sons, and his grandson all ruled Kohgiluyeh and the sur-
rounding areas, which were very important and strategic Afshar strongholds.

In history, perhaps few such military-political-governmental positions have been
held by four generations and all the people of those generations.

Khalil Khan served in the court of Shah Tahmasb for more than half a century. In
addition, he served Shah Isma'il Il and Sultan Khodabandeh as an advisor Com-
mander and trustee.

"Khalil Khan was the ruler of Kohgiluyeh region, commanded more than 10,000
military squads during the first Tahmasb era, which is notable in terms of under-
standing his power and position."

Khalil Khan had three sons, Ali Sultan, Rostam Bey and Shah Golikhan.

Khalil Khan and his two eldest sons, Ali Sultan and Rustam Bey became martyrs
of an assassination by anti-Qizilbash forces in a mission during the reign of Sultan
Khodabandeh in 1581.

Shahqoli Khan - (the author's thirteenth great-grandfather) was the grandson of
Mansur Beg and the third son of Khalil Khan Gunduzlu.

The most complete information we had about Shah Qoli Khan until recent years
was as follows, which | quote exactly from his writing:

"Shah Qoli Khan, son of Khalil Khan, who ruled Kohkiluyeh and was the head of
the Gunduz tribe of the Afshar of South and Azerbaijan.

My late father's manuscript also does not add anything to it. In addition, according
to the rumored memories of our family, it was believed that Shah Qoli Khan and his
era marked a time of migration from Kohkiluyeh to Urmia.

We said that after the deaths of Khalil Khan and both of his sons, considering the
conditions and needs of the time and place, the Safavid court chose Khalil Khan's
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19th generations of our ancestors.

Mansour was well educated in Aleppo and Shamat. Shamat was an advanced
region including today’s Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Cypress and some of Eastern
Egypt and Southern Turkey. He was fluent in Turkish, his mother tongue, and Far-
si, Arabic and French.

According to numerous documents, Sultan Uzun Hasan took Mansur Bey, when
he was 19 years old (1470 AD) to Diyarbakir (The Empire’s capital), and appointed
him to translate books from Arabic and French to Turkish.

Sultan Uzun Hasan gave him the responsibility for editing and setting up "Hassan’s
Law" (the Ag-Koyunlu Constitution). It is commonly believed that Mansour had
some influence in moving the Empire’s capital to Tabriz, Iran in 1471. Mansour’s
ancestors fled to Anadolu from Tabriz during the Mongol invasion.

Mansour was one of Sultan Hassan’s most trusted commanders and successfully
participated in at least 11 battles.

After moving to Tabriz, Mansour was commissioned to lead the population of Af-
shars of the Southern region (Khozestan and Fars) where his ancestors ruled less
than three centuries ago. Over the years, he was also appointed to govern differ-
ent regions of southwest, as well as Tuster (Shushtar), Izeh, and Kohgiluyeh.
After the fall of the Aq Koyounlu empire, Sultan Hassan’s grandson Ismail estab-
lished the Safavid Empire and most Aq Koyounlu Oghuz commanders, including
Mansour Bey, supported King Ismail.

Soon after establishment of the Safavid Empire, Mansour was commissioned as
the Governor General of Southern Iran and as commander of Afshar troops.
Mansur Bey was the main politician at the court of Shah Tahmasb, whose family
had long ruled in Shushtar, Izeh and Kohkiluyeh. His presence in the events of
904-906 in Shiraz (approximately 1500 AD) are noted in the history books. Hence,
the Safavid Shah Isma'il appointed him to rule the Fars province and surrounding
areas. Mansur Bey had so much influence and power that Professor Sumer and
other Afsharologists classify the Afshars of the region, even those who were not
Gunduzlu (some of them were Arshlu) as "Mansur Bey's Afshars."

Mansur Bey had two sons, Khalil Khan and Mohammed Sultan. Mohammed Sul-
tan and his son, Eskandar (Alexander) Bey, ruled Kohgiluyeh. Eskandar Bey was
one of the influential commanders of the Safavid Empire. He served in the govern-
ment and commanded Hezarjarib, one of the six Safavid military districts, for many
years.
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Gurdu Bey named his son Omar, after his brother. It is a fact that in 1471, Omar
was the leader of the tribe and Gurdu’s successor, but the Omar in question was
Gurdu’s son Omar, not his brother .

For a half of century after the death of Gurdu Bey, history does not have an ac-
count of the Gunduzlu. The only information that appears after fifty years, is a
statement from Professor Siimer, one that is repeated by Professor Képrill in the
book, Afsharlar :

"It was not known who was sitting on the throne after Gurdu Bey, but in 875 (1471
AD) Omar Bey was the head of the Afshar Gunduzlu. He lived with his tribe in the
Amik Valley.

3. Omar Bey

Omar Bey was Qurdo Bey’s heir and successor. Omar Bey was not a distinct figure
and history maker like his father, son or his grandson, Mansur Bey. He had a son
named Mohammed.

4. Mohammad Bey

In the year 887 (1482 AD ), Mohammed Bey, Gunduz Bey’s great grandson, and
our 16th ancestor, appeared on the stage of history. When the Ottoman troops
captured the Amik Valley (Chukur Uva), the Turkmen were defeated. Ramadan
Oghli Omar Bey was captured and Gunduz Oghli Mohammad Bey was killed.
Mohammad Bey was the father of Mansur Bey.

Sultan Uzun Hassan, the Ag-Koyunlu emperor, chose a branch of the Gunduzlu
Afshar under the leadership of Mansur Bey, son of Mohammed, to serve in his
court. 12 years before the death (martyrdom) of Mohammed Bey.

5. Mansur Bey Gunduzlu

Mansoor Bey is the link between our ancestors from Iran and those from Anadolu .
He was Khalil Khan Gunduzlu’s father, who returned with Sultan Uzun Hassan Aq
Koyounly to Iran after almost three centuries.

Our family knowledge of our ancestors had extended up to the Khalil Khan (1502
to 1581). Unfortunately, the Iranian history books, which are mostly written with an
anti-Turk mentality, all stopped there.

My 20 years of studying the area’s history and five years of constant research in
Turkish, Ottoman, Azerbaijani and Egyptian written history revealed the 14th to
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him during that period. However, his first son, Gurdu Bey and his frequent involve-
ment in historic events in the late 14th and early 15th centuries, is documented.
All we know is that Gunduz Bey lived in the 14th century. His son, Gurdu Bey, on
the other hand, was the most distinctive, effective, and historicist of that time and
place. He was called Gunduzlu Oghlu, Gurdu Bey.

It should be noted that in the Oghuz tribe, the name "Gunduz" is not limited to the
Gunduzlu, as all the Oghuz tribes used this name. We know that the name of elder
brother of Osman, the founder of the Ottoman Empire, a Kayi tribe, was Gunduz.
That is not to say that our tribal name has been derived from his name. Gunduz is
a historically famous Turkic name and there are cities and regions with this name
in Central Asia, Afghanistan, and Iran.

By studying the events of his eldest son, Gurdu, it can be estimated guessed that
Gunduz Bey was born in the early 14th century.

Gunduz Bey had three children: Gurdu Bey, Omar Bey, and Damir Khan.

In addition to Gurdu Bey, Gunduz Bey’s other son, Omar Bey had also been the
tribal chief for some time, and even "Faris Bey " (in Arabic meaning the skilled
horseman) had been in charge of the tribe.

2 . Gurdu Bey Gunduzlu

Gurdu Bey Gunduzlu was a prominent and effective Commander who held major
and often victorious roles in battles in the region. He led several battles defeating
Egyptian invaders and a Turkic Empire called Memlookin. As such, during the rise
of Aq Koyunlu Empire and during their expansion, he attracted the attention of the
Aq Koyounlu Emperor.

After several victorious battles over the decades, Gurdu Bey was defeated, cap-
tured and executed in 1421 AD (824 Lunar). He was killed by the command of the
Tatar emperor in Aleppo in the battles between the Oghuz tribes and the Turkish
kings of the Mamlukin of Egypt, who ruled Egypt for three centuries.

It is believed that Gurdu Bey, who was highly respected as a Commander, had
a profound impact on Mamluk's own historians. They wrote about him in a posi-
tive manner, noting that during his rule, the passages were safe and region pros-
pered.

After Gurdu Bey, it is unclear who led the region. In 1471 AD (875 Lunar), the head
of the Gunduzlu Afshar was Omar Bey. Some historians mistakenly believe that
Omar Bey was Gurdu'’s brother. This is not true. Their father had died in the 14th
century and Gurdu was killed in 1421 at an advanced age. His brother could not
have been alive fifty years after Qurdo Bey. The confusion comes from the fact that
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dants, Qurdo Bey, Omar Bey, Mohammed Bey, and then Mohammed Bey'’s son,
Mansur Bey Gunduzlu.

Mansur Bey Gunduzlu (Khalil Khan'’s father), who was a well-educated noble man
articulate in Turkish, Arabic, French, and Farsi. He was recruited by Soltan Uzun
Hassan, the Ag-qoyunlou emperor, to join the court in Diyar Bakir. He was put in
charge of the Royal Library and commissioned to translate books from Arabic and
French to Turkish as well as review/edit the new constitution for the empire.
Mansur Bey was also believed to be the driving force behind moving the empire’s
capital from Diyar Bakir in Anadolu to Tabriz in Iran in 1471. According to historians
and as it was evident , this move stimulated significant academical and infrastruc-
tural development. Tabriz attracted scientist, andacademians, and intellectuals
from other regions and countries.

As far as Gunduzlus concern, all Afsharologist historians of Turkey and Azerbaijan
acknowledge the emigration of Mansur Bey and his tribe, the Gunduzlu, from Diyar
Bakir to Tabriz with the word “return”. That ties the pre-Mongol Gunduzlu leader-
ship of Khozestan to Mansour bey and his descendants after coming back from
Anadolu.

The young Mansur went back to his ancestral land, Khuzestan, in southeastern
Iran, to be among his own people after his ancestors left during the Mongol inva-
sion.

Mansur Bey was the leader of the Rigions Afshars, and the governor of different
provinces in the area until the end of the Aq Koyunlu dynasty, when he committed
himself and his tribe to Sultan Uzun Hassan’s grandson, King Ismail, who estab-
lished the new Safavid Empire.

In 1505, Mansur Bey was appointed special envoy in the strategically crucial area
of the south and the general governor of the Fars region. He rightfully emerged as
the heir of Commander Shumla Afshar after centuries.

Now | will name our ancestors, providing a very brief introduction for each.

1. Gunduz Bey

According to tribal custom, children were named after their fathers. Even if the
child was more well-known than the father, the same applied. In the Oghuz Turk
tradition, centuries ago, introducing a person was done by initially stating his fa-
ther’s name then his own name. For example, "Abbas Oghlu, Hasan" would be the
son of Abbas, named Hassan.

Seven hundred years ago, in the all Turkic tribes (including in Iran), Anadolu, the
Ottoman Region and Aleppo, this tradition was the same.  Historians have no
notes related to "Gunduz Bey", and the history books do not attribute anything to
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After 4 generation, Aliyar khan enjoyed a unique wealth, including villages all over
the area. The biggest landlord of the region.

Aliyar khan'’s grandson Haj Mohammad Ali Khan Amir Touman undoubtedly gained
the ultimate authoritative position in the state, between all other tribe leaders and
local authorities.

Because of his military glory, leadership, and respectful relations with the court,
Haj Mohammed Ali Khan transitioned the Gunduzlu immigrants back to an unpar-
alleled status with the Afshars. His son, Haj Mohammed Hasan Khan Nazmolsal-
taneh Amir Tuman, maintained this positions as well.

Having now presented a brief overview of the history of our tribes and the dynasty
over the past 900 years, we can now briefly discuss our fathers.

At this point, | wish to include a disclosure and disclaimer.

When | refer to 900 years of family history, approximately first 200 years (from
Aydoghdu — Shumla( in Khozestan - Iran to Gunduz bey — in Amik - Anadolu)
have been demonstrated through logical conclusion from the facts ans analogy of
events and players. The remaining 700 years (20 generations) are directly docu-
mented and recorded in history books, encyclopedias and court orders in Egypt,
Turkey, Azerbaijan and a little in Iran

We will discuss the two hundred years of historical deduction first.

In the previous pages, we shared evidence about Ay-Doghdu (Shumla Afshar),
who, along with his son, independently ruled a territory known as “little Lor” from
Khuzestan for more than half a century. Meanwhile, throughout this book and in
Volume I, we substantiated that Ay-Doghdu and his family led the Afshars of Khuz-
estan, including the Gunduzlus, and ruled (?) the surrounding area. We also pro-
vided evidence that the Afshars of Khuzestan, especially their leadership, were
exclusively Gunduzlus.

In addition, after the death of Ay-Doghdu’s son; the fall of the Shumla Dynasty; the
caliph of Baghdad’s domination; and the Mongol invasion, the remaining leader-
ship of Gunduzlu left to Anadolu. This departure aimed to achieve two goals: To
avoid a costly confrontation with the Mongols, and to create a coalition with other
Oghuz Turk tribes with whom to fight the Mongols, which finally succeeded.

After a century of struggles, Gunduzlus finally settled in the Amik Plain (Cukuruva,
East of today’s Adana, Turkey), which in that era was known as a province of the
Aleppo in Anadolu.

In the middle of the 14th century, for the first time in the written history of the re-
gion (Iranian, Byzantine, Ottoman, Caucasus, EOgypt, and the Western world), the
Gunduzlu name appeared independently, not as a part of, or within the Afshars,
but as a distinct tribe. It began with Gunduz Bey and continued with his descen-
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both famous for their wealth.

The generations to come, from Haj Aliyar Khan to Haj Pash Khan Amir Tuman,
Haj Mohammad Ali Khan Amir Tuman, and Haj Mohammed Hasan Khan Nazmol-
saltaneh Amir Tuman,carried out a combination of military commandership, social
status, and massive wealth. Between 1800 and 1950, these four generations lost
almost all their wealth and possessions due to plundering carried out by certain
groups of Kurds and Christians, backed mostly by Christian countries, including
but not limited to Russia, Britain, and the United States, with the goal of creatin,
or at least expanding, a Christian country at the East of Ottoman Empire for the
purpose of creating instability in the region.

In the middle of the 20th century, in Urmia and the rest of North West region, the
name, recognition, and social status all were a fancy shell for looted, robbed, and
plundered nobleman.

During the decades of imposed and premeditated famine, when all farm produc-
tion was plundered and sold to foreign agencies, land owners often had to sell a
few acres of land to feed their families. In this way, belongings and possession not
directly looted were indirectly stolen as well.

In terms of social status and lineage, the Urmia Afshars established marital rela-
tions with royal families of most dynasties. King Nader Afshar and Fath Ali Shah
Qajar were both sons-in-law of the Urmia Afshars. Meanwhile, Gunduzlu royal
marriage relations started with Haj Mohammad Ali Khan Amir Tuman. Mohammed
Ali Khan was the first to establish such relations with the Qajar royal family through
the marriage of his son Reza Khan Salar Moazzaz to the princess of the Qajar,
the daughter of Prince Imamgholi Mirza. In addition, Mohammed Hasan Khan’s
son, Bagir khan Nazmi (the author’s father), married another daughter of Prince
Imamgholi Mirza, who was a grandson of Fath Ali Shah Qajar.

In short, Gunduzlus who were expelled from their homeland where they had lived
for 500 years and enjoyed centuries of power and position, started from scratch in
Urmia. The rise of Gunduzlus in the new land took approximately a century, from
the early 17th to the early 18th century.

Safiyar Khan Gunduzlu, one of three Afshar commanders of King Nader Afshar,
and his personal confidant, is mainly known as a prominent governor in very stra-
tegic areas, like Sayin Qala and the Tri-cities “Velayat e Selaseh” (Khoy-Selmas-
Maku). But he also was King Nader’s closest military advisor. He was honored
with the mission of delivering “India’s conquest letter” (Fath Nameh) to the Prince
Shahrokh Mirza in Iran, which then represented a very special recognition.

This glory continued with his son, Shahriyar Khan, who Enjoyed the greatest sta-
tus possible.
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Khorasan, Khuzestan (Kohgiluyeh), the Central Provinces, and Kerman. Among
these, the Kohgiluyeh was their mainland and the most populous place of Afshars
living in Iran.

In addition, the only ruler mentioned and emphasized by all historians during that
period was, without exception, Khalil Khan. When his name was mentioned, it was
definitely brought up with the title the commander of ten thousand fighter squads.
This was a unique title.

Khalil Khan was advisor to Shah Tahmasb, Shah Ismail Il, and Sultan Khoda-
bandeh for a span of 53 years. For many years, he was governor of the Testar
districts Shoosh, Izeh, and Kohgiluyeh. His father, brother, and nephew, all three
sons, and his grandson all served as governors of the Fars, Kohgiluyeh, Shushtar,
and Hezarjarib regions. Until the reign of Shah Abbas and British colonialism, the
Afshar tribe was the backbone of the Kizilbashs of Iran. But due to British anti-
Turk policies, this status was to be shattered. Moreover, the Gunduzlus had to be
expelled from their 500-year-old homeland so that Shah Abbas and Allah-Vardi-
Khan, who were eager for the natural riches of the territory, could settle among the
Georgian Armenians.

After the planned assassination of three generations of leaders and commanders
of the Gunduzlu, and with the captivity and exile of Abu’l-Fath Khan (Khalil Khan's
grandson), his son, the young Mohammed Sultan, started his tribe's exile in 1617.
By joining the Mosul emigrants, Fath-Ali Khan Afshar set out to the Urmia Plateau
to fight Kurdish looters and defend the country from the Ottoman Empire.

A victim of Shah Abbas’s policies in Kohgiluyeh, Mohammed Sultan was among
the first generation of immigrants to Urmia. He was a young, inexperienced (ex-
ile?)immigrant among well-established local khans and other well-known Afshar
immigrants in the Urmia Plateau.

Taher Khan was the first generation of Gunduzlu to be born in Urmia and did not
leave a trace in the history of the region. His only notable work was his effort re-
lated to the military training of his son Safiar Khan. Safiar Khan became a National
and Internationally known commander for King Nader “Afshar Dynasty” later

All three generations of Safayir Khan’s children, Shahriar Khan Shahid, Moham-
med Taher Sultan, and Shahriar Khan II, while holding the leadership of Gunduzlus
in the region, they also had military post og “Amir Touman” meaning the com-
mander of ten thousand worrier.

Although Haj Aliyar Khan (Shahriar Khan II's son) was an Amir-Tuman (major
general( commander of ten thousand warriers, a military position) and Gunduzlu
leader (a social-tribal status), he was well-known as an extremely wealthy land-
lord. His son, Najaf-Goli-Khan, and his grandson, Agha Khan Mirpanj, were also
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review of the nation’s new constitution. This was the set of social, legal, criminal,
and especially fiscal laws, and regulations that limited and controlled the taxation
of the people. These laws, called Hassan Laws, were very advanced for the era
and geography of origin. It protected people from extortion by local rulers and of-
ficials.

Eventually, Mansour Bey Gunduzlu became one of the most important command-
ers for Sultan Uzun Hasan, became his closest trustee. He played a leading role in
each of the Sultan’s eleven important battles. At the time of moving the capital of
Ag Koyounlu Empire from Diyar Bakir to Tabriz, Iran in 1471 AD, he was commis-
sioned as the leader of the Gunduzlu tribe and other Afshars in the south (Khuz-
estan region), while holding the official governorship.

At the beginning of the Safavid Empire and the collapse of Ag-Koyunlus, Mansour
Bey swore allegiance to his Sultan Uzun Hasan’s grandson, Shah Ismail. After
Shah Ismail came into power, Mansour Bey was appointed governor of Fars, the
southern region of Iran. In fact, he became Shah Ismail’'s representative in south-
ern and southwestern Iran in 1505. The presence of the Afshar tribes, especially
the Gunduzlus in Hamadan, Fars, and Khuzestan, was paramount to resisting the
periodic invasion of the caliphs of Baghdad.

Mansour Bey, along with his brother, his sons, their descendants, and Otheir grand-
children, resumed and continued defending the borders of their 500-year (12th-17-
th centuries) native ancestral land.

Early in the Safavid Empire, until Shah Abbas’s coup against his father, the Gun-
duzlus wielded unparlalled military power and territorial scope. Henry Field, the
American archeologist and Iranologist at Harvard University, wrote that, “Gundu-
zlu was the only major clan of Afshars who actually, became like an independent
tribe.

This is not just an Orientalist's theory. Two additional references support these
assertions.

At the time of the pass of Shah Tahmasb, in 1576, there were six local Afshar
Command Center, Provence governorship under the ruling of the Safavids, which
included the Aslan Sultan attributed to the Arshlu tribe, and Lala Ahmad Mirza,
of the sons of Shah Tahmasb, Khalil Khan Gunduzlu, who commanded 10,000
squad of Afshars in Kohgiluyeh, Mahmud Sultan, Governor of Saveh, Yusuf, broth-
er of Ya'qub, governor of Kerman, Alexander (Khalil Khan’s nephew), governor of
Hezarjarib, Sultan Yegan in Farah district and Esfarayen of Khorasan, and another
governor of Khorasan province called Koroglu Khosrow Sultan.

According to Professor Somer, the presence of these local governments, it can
be said that in addition to Azerbaijan, Afshars lived and ruled in the four regions of
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the Istanbul Islamic encyclopedias, and the historical books from the Mamluks
dynasty of Cairo, who were themselves Turkic emperors. This dates back to the
middle of the 14th century. This first reference was to Gunduz Bey (the author's
ancestor 19 generations ago), whose children were known as Gunduz Ushakhlari,
or the children of Gunduz.

Of our ancestors, four generations of Gunduzlu lived on the Amik Plain (Cukuruva)
from the early 14th century until the beginning of the eighth decade of the 15th
century (more than 150 years).

It should not be assumed that the name Gunduzlu was taken from the above men-
tioned Gunduz Bey; rather, he took his name from the tribe. In Central Asia, there
are also Military towers, fortress, and villages called Gunduz. For example, the city
in Afghanistan where American fighter planes mistakenly bombed a big hospital
operated by Doctors Without Borders was called Gunduz. In addition, the Gunduz
province in Khuzestan, Iran was home to part of the Afshar Gunduzlu, but at the
onset of Islamic Republic, it was renamed to "Modarres" (an Islamic clergy) so that
nobody could protest.

Gunduz Bey, who lived on the Amik Plain, took his name from his tribe. Most
Oghuz Turks, regardless of tribal relations, named their children Gunduz. Indeed,
the name of the first son of Ertugrul, the older brother of Osman, founder of the
Ottoman Empire, who was from the Kay1 tribe, was Gunduz.

The Gunduzlus of the Amik Plain had unrivaled power. They also commanded
and defended the famous Bosak fortress, which was a strategic stronghold in the
confrontation with the Mamluk emperors of Egypt.

At the end of the 14th century, with the defeat of the Mongols and the unification of
the Oghuz, as the re-emergence of the empires of the Oghuz Turks (Kara-Koyunlu
and Ag-Koyunlu), the Afshar Gunduzlus remained at the heart of the Ag-Koyunlu
Empire.

The author of The Secret History of Iran believes that the emperors of Ag-Koyunlu
were Afshar.

Due to the friendship and trust Sultan Uzun Hasan had with the Gunduzlus, espe-
cially with Gunduz Bey and his son Qurdo Bey, he requested the service of young
Mansour, Qurdo Bey's grandson, as a confidant to Diyarbakir in Ag-Koyunlu’s
court. (year?)

Mansour had received a good education in “Shamat”, mainly in Damascus, Antio-
chian, and Aleppo. He had excelled in French, Arabic, Farsi, and of course Turkish
as his native tongue.

The Sultan first commissioned Mansour in translations of books from Arabic and
French to Turkish and assigned him to the team responsible for the final edit and



The Urmia Gunduzlus | 9

Mansur Bey Afshar Gundozlu to rule the very important province of Southern Iran
called Fars. Mansur Bey’s son, Khalil Khan, was a faithful minister and advisor to
Shah Tahmasb. Indeed, Khalil Khan was a confidant, counselor, and a high com-
mander to three Safavid kings (Tahmasb, Ismail Il, and Khodabandeh).

These men volunteered for these hardships not only when the nation was in jeop-
ardy. They, as "the conscience of the Turks", stood up to injustice, whether from
Sultan Mohammad bin Mahmud Seljug, caliph of Baghdad; the powerful sister of
the Shah; the Armenian chancellor of Shah Abbas; or the corrupt Karim Khan Zand
and his fugitive son; looters and murderers along the border of Urmia; Khedive
Sahebgharan Fath Ali Shah Qajar; the British government; the miscreants of the
Russian tsar; or the corrupt Vossugoldovleh, the powerful prime minister of the
country.

Whoever the transgressors, these men did not hesitate to stand up for justice, mo-
rality, and conscience. | call these neglected great men of history "the conscience
of the nation", because, without fear for their position and lives, and without fear of
their inevitable fate, they stood up to anyone and anything that was wrong.
According to Professor Sumer and other historians:

At the time of the passing of Shah Tahmasb, in 1576, the country consisted of six
territorial army command centers. Five of these military centers were ruled by Af-
shar commanders, two of which were Gunduzlus. They included Aslan Sultan Af-
shar; Khalil Khan Afshar Gunduzlu, who commanded 10,000 squads of Afshars in
Kohgiluyeh; Mahmud Sultan Afshar, Governor of Saveh; Alexander Afshar Gundu-
zlu (Khalil Khan's nephew), governor of Hezarjarib; the governor of the Khorasan
province called Koroglu Khosrow Sultan., and the only non-Afshar the King’s son.:
Lala Ahmad Mirza The son of King Tahmasob;.

Of these six officials in politics and the army of the Safavid Empire, five were
Afshar and one was the Safavid prince. As far as it is known, at least Khalil Khan
(the author's ancestor from 14 generations ago) and Eskandar Khan, the nephew
of Khalil Khan Gunduzlu, were among these five Afshars.

Professor Sumer believes: “Besides Azerbaijan, the Afshars lived and ruled in four
regions: Khorasan, Khuzestan, Kohgiluyeh, and Kerman. Among these, Kohgi-
luyeh was their mainland.

The obvious presence of our ancestors in the leadership of the Gunduzlus from
the first decades of the 11th century (within Alp Arslan Seljug's troops) to the Khuz-
estan Afshars of the 12th century as the nation’s guardians, responsible for estab-
lishing or exterminating dynasties. But they were acting as, and recognized for,
being part of the Afshar tribe. The first time that history mentions the name of the
Gunduzlu independently of the Afshars was in the books of the Ottoman Empire,
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used.

The Afshar people were powerful beyond Anadolu and neighboring countries, in-
cluding in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, Egypt, and the Caucasus. In Iran,
although they were in power only in two periods, the al-Shumla and the Afshar
dynasties, they were always the highest and most powerful military-political power
of the country. Thus, | chose the title of "National Conscience of Turks" for the
Afshars.

Before going further, | want to briefly explain the reason for choosing such a title
for the Afshars.

Vladimir Fedorovich Minorsky, was among the most distinguished Russian-Jewish
figures of the Orientalists and researchers of Ancient Persia who began working
in the shadows of the Kremlin and eventually emerged from the libraries of Buck-
ingham Palace. Until his death in XXXX, he was one of the followers and execut-
ers of Russian and British anti-Turkish politics. He also theorized on the Kurdish
movement. However, even Minorsky could not deny the impact and power of the
Afshars. He wrote:

"If it were not for Afshar, Iran would not remain with today's frontiers; without them,
Iran would be a part of the neighboring nations."

The leaders of Afshar, at any time in history, anywhere in the world, especially
Iran, have never refused nor feared to do what a soldier must do when the national
interests of the country and nation require it, regardless of the price and conse-
quences.

The first historically-acknowledged Afshar was Aslan Khan of Ghush Dogan (Kush
Dogan or Govuch Dogan), modern day Iran, who had gained power in the Hame-
dan and Khuzestan regions. His son, Shumla-Ay-Dogdu, eventually become the
founder of the local government of Al e Shumla.

In the beginning of his rise to power, Sumla, who was a commander in the Saljuk
Army, helped the overthrown king, Malekshah bin Mahmud Seljukhi, escape his
brother, Mohammed bin Mahmud Seljugi. Shumla took him to Khuzestan and made
him king. Shumla defeated the caliph of Baghdad and reigned over "Small Lor."
Four hundred years later, Shumla’s decedent Mansur Bey Afshar Gunduzlu, who
returned to Iran as a commander of Sultan Uzun Hasan (the emperor of Ag-Koyun-
lu), resumed his ancestors’ responsibility for leadership of the Khuzestan Gundu-
Zlus and other Afshar people in the region.

Mansour Bey was so powerful and had so many people under his command that
Professor Farug Stimer, an Afshar researcher, called all Afshars of the region
“Mansur Bey Afshars".

Shah Ismail, after years of ruling Shushtar and Kohgiluyeh, in 1505, appointed
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At the time of their defeat in Khuzestan (Afshar Shumla dynasty: 591 lunar year,
1195 AD), other Gunduzlu were already present in different parts of Anadolu. In the
early 11th century, they were a part of Khwarazmian’s army.

After they discovered that the Khwarazmian were in a secret alliance with Byzan-
tines and wanted to bring the Byzantines back to power, the Gunduzlus distanced
themselves and became an independent force.

Finally, around the middle of the 13th century, they settled in the Amik Plain (the
Anadolu’s southern region), which at that time was in the geographical area of
Aleppo. The Amik Plain derives its name from the word “deep” in Arabic. In the
Turkish alphabet, the letter “g” is pronounced in “k”, therefore rather than the exact
pronunciation (Amig) they say and write Amik. Now, the area is known by the Turk-
ish name Cukuruva (Chookur Ava), meaning “the lower valley.”0

The Anadolu region, especially from the beginning of the 11th to the 16th centuries,
was one of the world’s most diverse, complex, and transformative regions. For ex-
ample, Alp Arslan Seljug’s victory in Byzantium, the conflict between Khwarazmian
and the Seljug dynasty, the flood of Mongol tribes, the inauguration of the great
Ottoman Empire, the Oghuz Turks’ conflict with the Egyptian Turks, the Mamluks,
the ongoing Christian Crusades, the rise of the Kara-Koyunlu and Ag-Koyunlus
empires, and eventually the rise of Shah Isma'il Khatai, the founder of the Safavid
Empire were all central to that region and period.

The most influential force in these historical events were the Oghuz tribes, espe-
cially the Afshars. The Afshars were the most powerful of the Oghuz Turks and
were not strictly limited to a geography or a historical period. The Afshars in An-
adolu, the mainland of the Ottoman Empire, were so powerful and dominant that,
according to the history books and the Islamic-Ottoman—Arabic encyclopedias,
their dominance and number were greater than the Kay! tribe, who were the found-
ers of the Ottoman Empire.

The Karamanlu tribe/family(?), who have begotten many national heroes for Tur-
key, are also part of the Afshar tribe. Kemal (?) Ataturk's mother was Karamanli.
The Karaman Turkic government, which ruled Anatolia between the 13th and 15th
centuries, was founded by Sultan Karimuddin Karaman. The most important event
of the era under the rule of Karamans was the adoption of Turkish as the official
language in Anatolia. In 1277 AD, Karaman Oghlu Mehmet Bey, the second sultan,
made Turkish the sole official language throughout Anadolu, made Turkish the of-
ficial language with the following directive:

| am your brother, Karaman Oghlu Mohammad Bey. | united leaders of Turkmen
tribes who lived freely in the Turus Mountains. From now on, in the court0s, pal-
aces and ceremonies, except for the Turkish language, no other language will be
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ket identification until the beginning of the fourteenth century.

Gunduzlu name was not carried out independently in the history books. This divi-
sion, like many other details, remained an internal tribal affair and, consequently,
the general and public name of Gunduzlu and all other sub-tribes were known as
Afshar.

The Gunduzlu, who began to emigrate under Seljuk’s son Tughril, first settled (?)
in Nishapur (a city in northeast Iran, southeast of the Caspian Sea), which was
the gathering point of most Turkic tribes at the time. The Gunduzlus then moved
to Byzantium along with Alp Arslan’s army (545 in the lunar calendar, 1063 AD)
and participated in the Battle of Manzikert (southeast of the Black Sea, now called
Malazgirt (463 lunar calendar, 1071 AD). They fought alongside Alp Arslan to de-
feat Romano Diyuanos 1V, and remained under Arslan’s command until his death
(25 Rabi' al-awwal; Dec. 15, 1072).

In the years after the establishment of the Eastern Roman Empire/ Byzantium(?),
a branch of the Afshar tribe that later became known as Gunduzlu tribe/family/clan
moved through the Afshar areas of Kirkuk and Mosul to the western part of Iran
(Hamadan). Some settled there, while others continued further south into Iran, to
the region called Izeh District, Toster (Shushtar), and Kohgiluyeh.

About eighty years after the death of Alp Arslan, Aydoghdu (Shomala), the leader
of the Gunduzlu Afshar of Hamadan-Khuzestan (central and southwestern Iran),
enjoyed unparalleled power. According to Iranian and foreign historians, in 547 of
the lunar calendar, Sultan Malekshah bin Mahmud Seljukhi was dethroned and im-
prisoned in Hamedan by his brother, Sultan Mohammed bin Mahmud Seljugi, who
then ruled in his place. Shomala Afshar released Malekshah from his brother’s
prison, took him and his son to Khuzestan, and made him king while Shomala
Afshar himself presided over the region (“Small Lor’, a broad area in Southern
and Southwestern Iran, about 80,000 square kilometers, or twice the size of Swit-
zerland) after defeating the caliph of Baghdad. The reign of Shomala Afshar and
the Gunduzlu Afshar in Khuzestan lasted 59 years. In that period, the Shomala
dynasty controlled 40 well-known fortresses in Southwest Iran.

Twenty years after the death of Shomala, his successor was overthrown by the 34th
Caliph of Baghdad, Nasser Mustaza Beamrollah, who ruled from 1180-1225. This
defeat and subsequent domination by a powerful enemy, the Mongols, throughout
Iran spurred the children and survivors of Aydoghdu Shomala, the leader of the
Gunduzlus, to set off for Anadolu. This emigration served two purposes related to
security and politics: to avoid a costly confrontation with the Mongols and to unite
with other Oghuz tribes in Anadolu and build a coalition to fight back against Mon-
gol domination, what eventually became a costly 50-year struggle.
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A Summary of the History of the Gunduzlu Tribe

= Translated by: Professor Aydin Nazmi

The Gunduzlus are a part of the Afshar tribe, one of the 24 tribes of the Oghuz
Turks, who are descendants of Oghuz Khan.

Chinese texts referred to Oghuz Khan as Modu, Modun, or Maodun. He was the
fourth known Xiongnu ruler, coming to power after the execution of his father, Tou-
man, in 209 BC.

Modu ruled for 35 years, from 209 BC to 174 BC.

The Xiongnu were a confederation of nomadic peoples who, according to ancient
Chinese sources, inhabited the eastern Asian Steppe from the third century BC to
the late first century AD.

The 24 tribes of the Oghuz Turks are divided into two branches, the Boz-Okh (gray
arrow holders) and the Agh-Okh (white arrow holders), each of which includes 12
tribes. The biggest tribe, Afshar, belongs to the Boz-Okh branch. The Afshar tribe,
in turn, has many sub-tribes, including Gunduzlu, the most famous.

A group of scientists and archaeologists believe that this group of people, known
as the Turkic Nation, lived on the plateau of Central Asia to the northeast of the
Caspian Sea. In prehistoric times, they had moved to those areas from the North-
eastern Mediterranean and North Mesopotamia regions. Cave and rock carvings
from different epochs show that the same people populated the area, first from
the west to the east and then, at the beginning of the second millennium, from the
east to the west. The History Channel has produced numerous documentary films
on this subject. Regardless of scholars’ theories, we have presumed the origin
of this historiography of moving from the east to the west by examining only the
documented data.

With the arrival of Islam at the beginning of the second millennium, these nomadic
tribes created many powerful dynasties. Among these dynasties include the Kh-
warazmian, Ghaznavid, and the great Saljuk dynasty.

The dynasties began to expand their empire by conquering lands to the west and
southwest. These conquests and the subsequent emigrations continued under the
leadership of Tughril, the son of Seljuk (the founder of the great Seljuk Empire),
and then Alp Arslan, Tughril’s successor and son-in-law.

At that time, the Gunduzlu was only known as a part of the Afshar tribe and never
mentioned independently. They, along with other Oghuz tribes, migrated to the Ira-
nian plateau, Caucus region, and Anadolu, from the area called Cumania (North-
east of the Caspian Sea - Kipchak plateau) in the beginning of the 11th century.
The Gunduzlu tribe/family/clan remained within the Great Afshar tribe and its blan-



Mansour bey with some elite worriers to his capital in Diyarbakir and consequently
to Iran. And left only a part of Gunduzlus behind in Chukkur ona (Amil Valley). It
was then that the Sultan Bayezid the second, sought to opportunity to attach the
‘Darbosak” Fortress, Chukkur Ova and Gunduzlus land (1482)

This powerful tribe never attacked any neighbors, any nation, or any group. They
never pulled the sore, but to defend their home, family and country.

What a pride and joy being descendants of a dynasty with a mighty power used
only in supporting justice, helping hopeless, heeling pains of helpless and defend-
ing homeland.

m Alireza Nazmi Afshar



A personal note
The next few pages are a brief history of Gunduzlus.

Gunduzlus are a section of Afshar tribe, who is one of 24
tribes of Oghuz Turks. The Oghuz Turks themselves are a
part of Turkic nations who are one of human divisions.

But it does not matter, how big or how small, a group is. The
path they have taken, the impact they had in history, or if
they were a positive force in protecting people, healing hu-
man pain, and bringing about justice.

In 900 years of written Gunduzlus history and challenging tribal life they had in
different parts of the world, they always used the notable power they had, in the
welfare of human being, protection of helpless, and only defending their family,
hone, land and country. Either defeating Caliphates’ invader army, crowning pris-
oned king, or suppressing the revolt of an insurgent mob.

The history does not remember, and has not recorded any attack to any commu-
nity, tribe, or nation. The had a mighty power but used id only to protect hopeless,
support justice and defend the country.

Yes, they had a mighty power.

Henry Field the famous American anthropologist and archaeologist wrote: “Gun-
duzlus were only section of “Afshars” of Khuzestan, who grew up and become an
independent tribe”

A historic witness to Gunduzlus power and strength is that after the rise of Otto-
man Empire (1299) and after they expanded their territory from Anadolu to Eastern
Europe, North and Central Africa, Arab peninsula, and Western Asia in the first
one hindered years (1402), Gunduzlus stood free and independent in “Chukkur
Ova”, their home land in Anadolu, Just few steps from the center of Ottoman
Empire and defended their home land for over 180 years. Ottoman emperors for
ten generations, who were the only power of the era on the earth, did not dare to
attach Chukkur Ova - Gunduzlus until Sultan Uzun Hassan of Aq Qoyunlu took the
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